give so little neurological information that it is difficult to discover what kind of case is being considered. Hemiplegia is usually due to gross destruction or absence of a large volume of the opposite cerebral hemisphere, but the effects of such a lesion may be very different according to whether the lesion occurred at birth or say at the age of 3 years, for in the latter instance the brain destruction has destroyed the basis of some functions which have already been partially trained. Then again the extent of a brain lesion is particularly important from the point of view of the extent to which the visual and other sensory systems are involved. It seems important that in the study of cerebral palsy the anatomical site, the extent of the lesions, and the stage in development at which they occur should be carefully considered in every research.
These criticisms apply to only a few of the many studies reported, and this volume should be read by those interested in cerebral palsy. Many clinical teachers will have been dissatisfied with their students' knowledge of the physiology of acid-base regulation, in spite of the emphasis which they know is placed on this subject during preclinical courses in physiology.
This book is a condensed and didactic account of the physiology of acid-base regulation. It assumes no prior knowledge of the subject, and the earlier chapters explain such points as the meaning of pH, the BronstedLowry concept of acids and bases, and why the pH of blood is in fact normally 7.4. The renal and respiratory factors in the regulation of the body pH are clearly described and the relevant mechanisms, so far as they are known, are explained. Disturbances of acid-base balance are considered without detailed discussion of specific diseases, and there is no mention of therapy. A useful list of up-to-date references is included.
Preclinical students and junior clinical students who are learning to sift their physiological knowledge and focus it on clinical problems should read this clearly written little book. The author tells us in his preface that it is the outcome of his dissatisfaction with his own attempts to explain to medical students how the reaction of the body fluids is regulated. It The subjects covered include the fight against tuberculosis in North Africa, maternal and infant care, antenatal and perinatal care, and the problems of infantile diarrhoea and helminthiasis. French contributions come from Professor Debrd, who presided and wrote the preface, from Professor Turpin, who describes his findings in chromosome studies in relation to congenital malformations, and from Professor Lelong, who gives an account of the adenovirus infections.
It is clear from the papers contributed by the North African paediatricians that they are well aware of the needs of their maternal and child population and are making great efforts, under the most severe handicaps, to improve the country's hygiene, education, and nutrition, and, despite the vast amount of clinical disease, are setting their minds and their work towards the proper goal, " child health," by stressing the preventive aspects, the accomplishment of which can alone bring about a diminution in the mortality and morbidity of the child population.
These pages will well repay study by all who are interested in the problems of tuberculosis, infantile diarrhoea, tropical diseases, nutrition, and hygiene. Professor Sendcal, professor of paediatrics in Dakar University, who acted as secretary of the congress, is to be congratulated both on the production of these proceedings and on the splendid work which he and his team are undertaking.
WILFRID GAISFORD.
